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‘Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots " 

- NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 
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ANDHER NAGARI 


A discipiG walks into a town wher© sweets and vegetable cost the 
same amount of money. Thrilled at being able to eat sweets so 
cheaply, he decides to stay there, ignoring his guru's warnings. 

Bharatendu Harishchandra is one of the greatest playwrights in 
Hindi, and Andher Nagari, written in 1881, is his masterpiece. 

Harishchandra's vision of a kingdom so ill-run that it is effectively 
blind to injustice remains a powerful image even today and the 
phrase 'andher nagari chaupat raja' (in the city of darkness, the king 
is insane) has passed into popular usage. 
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OA/CE UPOAJ /9 T/ME >? iV/9A/P>E/^/A/G S/^PHU /^NP H/3 ^ 
CWiE TO A TOWA/ TO WH/CH TAiE^ H/9D A/BVER BEEA/ 




OH, NO! 

MOr MONB^ 
again! r 



EVERYONE HAS Pf^OPPB 
ONLY COINS INTO hKY 
BOWL. iIl have to 
BUH SOVIE POOP* 






































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHm COULP K 
THE^ BE SELLING 
AT A TAHA A SERP 
I’D BETTER HURRy 

BEFORE THEY ^ 
^ SELL OUT, L 


/9S ME A'^HEP 
THE TOViN 


TAYxA* SER'^J 

XaM SERJ 


JL ytj 

■'HI ,'1 




A 




130 : 

■#':1 


1 












*‘2PH/SE ■’■ 900 GMS HPPEOX/AiATEL^ 
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ANDHER NAGARI 



ANy FRUIT J 
EVERy FRUfTjTWE 
?/rrE IS THE S^A^E 
TAFA SER! TAHA 



THIS IS INCREPIBLEf 
EVBRVTHING HERB 13 
!IN3 SOLD FOR A TAKA 
SER, WHAT A STRANGE 



SO iOU HAVE, NOW 
WHAT WOULP VOU LIKE 
TO BUHy SIRf 




■*■>? VARIETY OP SWEET 



OUR TOWN iS CALLEP I ANPHBZ NASARI, 
ANPHER NA6ARJ,ANP / CHAUPATT RP JAf 
OUR KING’S NPME / TAKA SER BHAJ\ f 
IS CHAUPAT / TAt9^ SER KHAJA 
RAJA. THERE! I'VE 

A RHYME f 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





ISN*T THIS 
TOWN GREA 
V GURUJIP 


WELL, SON, *fOUR 
BUNPLE SEEMS TO 
BE QUITE HS/^Vy ! 
PIP HOU VISIT MANY 


V(/KJLY, QURUJ! 
BUT WAIT TILL 
I TELL YOU 

^ all, ^ 


LET’S GET AWC^ 
FROM HERB, 


PC NOT SEBA 
TO HNOW THE 
VALUE OF THIN 
THEY SEEM 1 


PLEASE FORGIVE ME, 
SU^UJI. I WOULP LINE 
TO STAY, 


^ BOT—BUT 
I THINN THIS 
TOWN HAS NO 
PARALLEL t LIFE 
HERE WILL BE 


STAY IF 
you WPNT TO 
MY SON* BUT 
3£ ON YOUR 
GUARP. 


ilMfi 

fJfS 

I " 

" / J /i 

i ^ j 

' 1 


^ r • ^ 




1 



^ i / / 






f j A 


■ 
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ANDHER NAGARI 



NARAYANPASj PO 
YOU, TOO, WISH 
TO STAYi^ 




HE I6AGREAT A 
NO POUBT, BUT 
A SIMPLETON WHEN 
IT COMES TO 
PRACTICAL 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHBN THB M/9A/ MS BROU3HT /rv> 




MLLU, THE GROCER^ \ 

mah^raj. his wall \ 

COLLAPSEP ANP 
MV Mi/ POORy 

INNOCENT GOAT>'' j 
WAS CRUSHEP 4 
UNPER IT ! 



THE H/HS 7U^/\/EP TO H/S M/H/STEJP. 


SUMMON 

hallu^s wall 

’O THE court! 
AT ONCE ! > 




(7 














t 


BUT 

MAHARAU, 
THE WALL 
. CAN^T BE 
k BROUGHT 
ly\^HE RE f 



A BRICK ^ 

ANP LIME IV/»LL 

poesnY have 

NEXT OF HiN, 

IV MAHARAJ. y 


JUSriCB, 


WHAT A Pljy J NEVER 
MINP. CALL THE 
WALLIS NEXT OF A 
KIN THEN. 








H 
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ANDHER NAGARI 



WHAT PO ¥OU 
HAVE TO SAY FOR 
YOURSELF F 


\'' 


I 


IT—IT 
WAS NOT 
M-MY FAULT, 
MAHARAJ. 



_ 


% 

J 


* M 

V 


1 1 ^ 






iV 


Ji 


\ 




THE CQHTMCTOP MS BROaSHT 
BEHORE T/YB H//VG. 

WALL 
BUILT 




PO YOU HAVE 
ANYTHING TO 
SAY IN YOUR 



you 

HAVE SOT 
THE WRONOM^. 
MAHARAJflTS 
WATER-CARRIER 
WHO IS TO BE 
BLA\ieP. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



TOO MUCH W/TTE^ ON THE 
LIAAfi, THE B;?CK5 were 
NOT RRA1LV' JOINEP. 

V THAT*S WHY THE WALL L 


















H«SV THE 


I ^ INNOCENT, 

THE BUTCHER SOLP ME TH/TT 



THE BUTCHER TOO HBR H REHP^ 

-1 F\ THOUSANP 

AMHflRA J. BUT OUR HOTmL* PASSEP By 
IN SUCH P GRPNP PROCESSION THAT 
My ATTENTION WAS PIVERTEP 
ANP I SUPPLIEP TOO LARGE 
A SHEEP 



SOON THE H07WBL TOO 
kVHS QUE&T/ONEP. 


IT WASN^T A GRANP 
PROCESSION, MAHARAJ 
I WAS JUST POING 
MY ROUNPS OP 
THE CITY. 
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ANDHER NAGARI 



BUT WHy SUCH 
POMP ANP SHOW THAT 
THE BUTCHER'S 
. ATTENVON WAS / 


r TES.WHY? < 
/ANSWER THATf 




TAHE THE KOTmL AWAY ANP 
HANG HIM ! THE COURT 
IS PISMISSEPf 






































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 








t * 
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ANDHER NAGARI 


LET ME 
POWNI 



/> 


n'' J V 

Vv \\ 

I / 

V-J. > 

V ‘ r 


V 


rr^ THE 

NCX^SE, SlRf IT*S 
TOO 816 FOR HUS 
THNj SCfWWNy 
NECK. 


>1 


PCN'T iOU H/^VE 
SA^tLER 

NCXJSEr* 






\ ^ 


:t 





WB CAN’T HA^ 
THE KOTWWL 
BECAUSE HE 
TOO THIN, 


\ 


AT A SERfOUS 
PROBLEM i I WILL NAV 
CONSULT THE 
KING. 



! / 


2.1 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





•••BUT ALL THE FAT MEJSf HAP 30N£ tNTO 
HfPfNG* 




ANDHER NAGARI 



IF IVE PON*T RNP 


I CAN ALREAPy FEEL 
THE NOOSE ROUNP 
Aiy NECK. 


A FAT MAN SOON, TH£ 
hINS WILL HANS US 


LOOK A FAT 


1 ANPHER. 
NA<5ARI». 
CHAUPAT 
RAUA ••• 


POMV TO SLEEP. 


WH/^T 




lUCH! 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





I PONT 
KNOW 
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ANDHER NAGARI 



WU’LL SOON BE 
PEPARVNG FROM IT, SO IT 

poesnT Matter, > 


LOOK, BROTHERS 
I AM A MAN OF 
ANP I AM NOT 
FAMILIAR WITH 
THE WAVS OF 
THE WORLP. 


'"Vf^ 


•v4 











I r PEPARTINS FROM 
THE WORLPP SURELY 
THERE’S SOME 
MISTAHEs 



V-VOU MEAN 
1-1 AM GOING TO 


EXACTLY. 



















































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






WHAT TOOK WU SO LONS? 
PIP WU HAVE TO PEEP 
HIM TO FWTTEN HIM P 


HIM UP THERE 




?s (ScmRPH/vs/p/is ms lbp up to the 

I- T 


USTEN, BROTH 
PLEASE SPARE 
qM INNOCENT 


ANDHER NAGARI 





WE Pir NOT LEAVE 
THE TOWN AFTER ALl 
WE MET A HOLY A^PN 
. WHO TOOK US TO 
X HIS HOUSE, y 


SAVE MEj GURUJI f 


I KNOW 
THE WHOLE 
STORY. 


ABOUT TO HANS ME 
FOR SOME UNhNCWH 






































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I ►WH A F£W 
WORPS WTTH 
PtSClPLE IN PRIVATEP 
mn LAST SERMON TV 
HIM, WU HAVE NO 
OBJECTION, 



NONE, WHATSOEVER, 
HOLY ONE, PLEASE 
30 AHEAP. 





ICAN^T WAIT 
ANYMORE f PLEAS 
HANG MB SOON f 
THIS MOMENT f 



SON, I AA 
AN OLP MAN. 
YOU SHOULP 
CONCEPE THE 
PRIVILEGE 
TO/VIE. 



ANDHER NAGARI 



BBSIPBS, YOU ARB 
A SAINT. YOU^LL 
TV HBAVEN N ANY 


THIS IS MY ONLY 




BECAUSE I HNOW 
WHAT NOBOPV'** 
NCBOPY EXCEPT 
,MY PISC/PLE..* 
. HNOWS. ^ 


HOLY 


O 


BUT 


WHY 


PC 


P 


WHY 

WANT 


ONE 




TO 


YOU 


PIE 


p 


r \ 

Jj' : 
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ANP ^ 

WHffTtS 
ITP > 


WELL ### wj/? 4 

majesty ### / HAVE ^ 

P1VINBP THAT WHOEVER 
PiES AT THIS MOHENT 
WILL SO straight to 
HEAVEN f 


THEN I SHOULD BE 
the ONE TO BE HANSEP, 




^C,H0,^)05 

^^bmemeer 

the mCL FELL 


OF ME, 


BE quiet, all 

^ WU J HOW PARE 
ANYONE TALK OF 
SONS TO HEAVEN 
WHEN /, THE 
sovereign, AM 
HERE ! IT IS My 

aRTHRIGHT 

TO GO TO 

heaven f 


hang me f HANS 
ME, THS MOMENT] 
I COMMAND 
HOUf 


PON*T 

PEEL SORRY 
AOR HIM, MY 
CHILDREN. HE 
INVITED IT UPON 

himself. 
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HAZAAR MAARYA 


/A/ THE H//VSPOM OP RAJPUP 
UV£P A LAZ9 /HAV CALLED 


WORM. 


SO AND CHOP 
SOME WOOD FC 


CANYSLEf 
- IN PEAO 
AROUND 


HEYf iNe KILLEP 
seven of THEM ] WHAT 
AN ACHIEVEMENT! ^ 


I WONDER HOW MANY 
I COULD FINISH OFF - 
IN A WHOLE . > 

pay. JTj 






































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






ANDHER NAGARI 



( HA ! TH/rr MAHES 


THE THOae^NPTH KA THOUSANPl 
FL</! I\B KILLEP AV ^ 

^ A THOaSANPsy/- 



THERE GOES 
THE HILLER OF 

A thocjsanp! 


/V THE 70WH* 





\ 



THERE Afi 
OF SOLPl 
HUNPREP 


ANPAT 


A HUNPREP 


THEIR 

SWORPS ANP 
ARMOUR PAZ2LE 


THE EVE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


r 


pUR IS 

S*n?ONG ENOUGH 
MAHARAJ. BUT wi 
LACH AN ABLE 


SENP OUT A POZEN 
MOSSENGERB TV LOOK 
FORA WORTHS MAN. 
HE SHOCJLP B£ HERE 
BEFORE SUNPOWN. 



£^S^Wt>^£P TV £V£RV COJRA/S/R OP 

THE HTNSPOM. 




GOON, PT HAZARR maARHA*S 


O BRAHE W/V5R/OR, 
THE hlNe WISHES 
TO HONOUR HOU 
WITH A HI0H 




saMyv>ON 

HIM HERE? 


TO 


THE HING. 


MAHARAUi THE 


PEOPLE OF THE OTV SPEAK 
, HJeHLV OF A BRAVE 
1 WARRIOR KNOWH AS > 
[5SkHA2AflR MAARVA? <4 


• v • 





certainly! ) V I MUST BE 

\ PREAMINS? 


CCmE WITH 
ME TV THE 


ANDHER NAGARI 



SO YOU ARE THE FAMOUS 
HAZAAR MAARYA. WE ARE 
TOLP YOU HAVE KILLEP * 
A THOUSANP. 


THAT'S 

TRUE, 

MAHARAU 




I GIVE SOU THE COMMANP OF AUJ 
MY ARMIES, ANP ORPER SOU TO 
LEAP THEM TO VICTORY AGAINST 
^ -- OUR ENEMIES. 


I SHALL POMS BESTTOOSEt 
fCUR COMMANPS ANP BRING 
GLORY TO YOU, MAHARAJ. 


SOUR HORSE ANP 
ARMOUR SHALL BE 
SENT TO HOJR , 


HOUR ^ 
WISH IS MY 
COMMANP, YOUR 
MAJESTY. 


THAT N/GHT AT THE ENEMY 


THE HILLER OF I 


PO SOU KNOW WHO IS 
TO LEAP THE ARMY OF 
^RAJPUR TOMORROW^ 


IT'S HAZAAR 
MAARYAf^ 


■ • / ^ i 

1 

J'^'A 

^3 
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AMA.R ChlTRA KATHA 



ts HOUR RRMH, NOW LEAP 

1T70 ViCTORHi 

MV BEer, -4^* .t 
^HARAjM^^ I ] iT 


SH<UL »?INe 
VCTORV/W? HONOUR TO 

RAJPUR lOPAH, y WEEP 

HOUSHALL, 
MH LORP! 




BUT l*P 


NOT TAHE 

ANH chances, the COVYARP MiOhrT 

- JUMP OFP Hts HORSE ANP Sn 
AWAH PURfNS THE BATT^ 


WHAT ARE HOU 
POING^ 


i /W THINS 
HOUTO HOUR 
HORSE, MV 
LORP. 


OTHERWISE IN 

HOUR EAGERNESS 

TO FIGHT HOU MfSHT 
JUMP OFF THE HORSE 
ANP ATTACH THE 
ENEMH ON FOOT. 


%i<^ “ 




ANDHER NAGARI 


T 

\ 



...TO THE BATTLEFtELP. 




NH SOP, THEV ARE SHOOTING > 
[ us! I... I COULD VERV EASILV 
S-v SET HURT here! ^ 


! 
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amar chitra katha 



OH, TH/OT W/FE 
OF MINE f WHy 
P/P SHE HAVE *70 
TIE UP 30 
n3HTL¥! 


3£S^ TO^S 710W/WP3 THE 
XE^EMif CAMP, " 





ANDHER NAGARI 



SEE HOW 


THAT MAN HAS 


WAVING 


HAZAAP MAAPhP 

BAMBOO TPEES TV 


AT THE 
H/MSELP»>> 










THE EHEM^ SOLP/EPS HOIVEVEP, WEPE UNA\^PE OP \MHAT i^AS _ 

HAPPEH/HS, THEY THOU3HT HA2AAP MAAPYA HAS OCHUHS TV ATTA 








Hfc HAS tJttrN HJVL’W^V \ 
TO KILL A THCU3ANP MEN ' 

































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THEy ARE 

Running Aw^qt/f 
what a stroke' 

OF LUCK» 









^OR THIS VICTORV ANP FOR VOUR 

^''atchless brave^, we present 

WITH A THO^AND Pl^s 

WU ARE APPOINTED COMMANPE 

P OUR ARMy. 


iqjj 




« I 


V t< 

C ). !« 


ifm ■■ J 






I 


HOWOUREP, 


^‘<XJR MAJESTY. 




[Li^ 


:1 


i/. 


• t 


'V t _4 


L\ 


[A/. 


A' 












. A.. 


7<.s THE LAZt/ 
H/B ^ARE 




/v4/»»£7^5 «W 
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